
 

1 

 

THE DUCHY DREAM 

JANUARY 2018 
 

Publisher: 

The Duchy Property Owners Association, Inc. 

5001 Duchy Drive, Mebane, NC 27302-7751 

Editor: 

Captain Robert Swanson III 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Editor 

 
Welcome to the winter edition of The Duchy Dream newsletter.  We might be beginning to 

realize that the term "global warming" is just a misnomer and must refer to some other far-off 

place on the planet, not here at The Duchy!   I thought last winter's temperatures were bone 

chilling enough at around 19 degrees, but at 0 degrees the other morning, it gave a whole new 

meaning to skin-freezing wind chill.  I took off my gloves for a few moments to video my dog 

running in the field in her new Christmas sweater, and I almost immediately felt the onset of 

painful fingers’ frost bite!  A short two day tease to sunny 74 degrees was soon followed by a 

windy cold front and sideways monsoon-like rains.  The only part of my new deck addition that 

wasn't soaked in an inch of water was the ceiling. This was followed by over 8” of snow!  We're 

all wishing to find a happy medium in the ever-changing temperatures, maybe around 

50?  Hang in there, stay warm and maybe consider "monthly averaging" with your home electric 

and gas bills... 

 

Watch for more of The Duchy Dream in the spring!      

Until April, Livin' The Duchy Dream, 

Captain Bob III 

CaptainBobthe3rd@gmail.com 

(305) 992-6926 
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                   It’s snowing!  January 17th       Just under 8 ½” accumulated 

 

                                               Just before sunrise the next day, clear skies! 
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President’s Corner 
 

Hello Neighbors, 

 

First, I would like to say Happy New Year to all and that I wish 2018 to be a prosperous year for 

us all.  Hopefully 2018 will bring the start of a new home being constructed at The Duchy. 

 

After the recent cold weather and snow, I am sure that we are all looking for some great weather 

so that we can do a little flying.  Speaking of snow, I would like to thank Ted Wagoner for an 

excellent job plowing our roads.  I am sure that 8.5" of snow is more than what any of us 

expected. 

 

In 2018 we need to get the word out as to how great it is to live in The Duchy and to be able to 

live the dream.  We have a great community with great friends and the exciting hobby of 

flying.  I travel to many parts of the world, and you will not find this type of neighborhood/living 

in too many countries.  In fact, when I get a chance to talk about our flying community, I am told 

that we are all so fortunate and they wish that they can do this in their country.  To many it is 

very hard to believe that you can fly into basically your backyard and park your airplane in your 

hangar or big garage as they see it.   

 

If people have ideas or suggestions on what we could do or should do to get more people to 

build at The Duchy please let us know.  It will be great to see the day that we have a home on 

every lot. 

Alex 

 

 

Annual Assessment Past Due 
  

Not much is happening at The Duchy these days, other than hunkering down and surviving 

winter.  There was one meeting of the Board of Directors (BOD) this past quarter, when the 2017 

officers were re-elected and prospective projects for 2018 were contemplated.  By now, we all 

realize that the annual assessment was due January 1st.  Try to remember the $250 increase is 

for all our good, as major expenses loom not very far on the horizon.  The next BOD elections 

will be held during the annual meeting in 2018, so anyone interested in running for a position 

should think about putting their name in the hat then.  The BOD is in the process of reviewing 

the terms and procedures in the governing documents, so if anyone has any ideas to simplify 

things or add new wording should consider what they would like to see included and submit 

those items for consideration.  
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Asphalt is the New Black 
 

As reported in the last issue, the runway rejuvenation turned out nicely, and it gives a quality 

appearance to the aging gray asphalt that laid bare and cracking in the summer sun and 

freezing rains.  Bright white standardized stripes and numbers make our airpark look attractive 

to future lot owners and home builders.  There has been some interest in replacing the solar 

lights that were damaged during the resurfacing along the runway's edge, even though we don't 

allow night takeoffs and landings. This would likely be funded by volunteer contributions, as the 

existing lights were.  They add to the dark night sky stars and remind us why we live in our 

remote country airport, until the sun rises, and we can pull our aircraft out of their protective 

hangars and take to the daylit skies. 

 

 

Caretaker Extraordinaire, Again 

 
Once again we owe a huge thank you to Ted Wagoner, who the day after the snowstorm, drove 

his ailing tractor back from Haw River and plowed all the streets clear so residents could get out 

of The Duchy and head to work or anywhere they had to be. 
 

 

To Buzz or Not to Buzz 

 
There have been some complaints lodged concerning low-flying aircraft over the runway 

length.  Discretion should be used, and pilots are reminded structures must be cleared by at 

least 500 hundred feet during turns to crosswind/base legs and 1,000 feet above ground on 

downwinds.  The runway length should be mainly used for takeoffs and landings, however an 

occasional flyby to examine the runway surface for foreign objects or wild animals is to be 

expected.  Again, discretion is the key word here.  Be safe and be a good neighbor to those 

living around us. 
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The Main Drains 
 

This spring, the BOD will continue to study the underlying springs that flow beneath the 

road/taxiways and runway.  These wet flowing areas have been partly responsible for the settling 

of the dips on the south end of the runway length.  This will probably include some ideas to 

access and repair some of the damaged drain pipes that run under the runway's width in two or 

three different areas.  There also appears to be some encroachment of the tree line towards the 

runway on the west side, midway along the length towards the north end.  Trees will grow and 

aircraft wings stay the same width, so it feels like we have less room to deal with during takeoffs 

and landings, especially during cross/gusty wind conditions.  "Gentlemen, start your chain saws!" 

 

 

Dam Man! 

 
Yes, Loretta, there is a dam along the south side of the pond...  and, it needs to be 

managed!  People might think that trees would add to a dam’s structural strength, but the 

opposite is true.  The roots that seem to hold some earth in place tend to weaken a dam’s 

strength and ability to hold in a large body of water.  So it's a-trimming we go in the spring, 

along the dam's width, to remove what may compromise the dam's ability to retain the many 

gallons in the pond for the fish population.  Just another project in the works.  

 

 

Life Events 

The end of October saw the end of an era as Captain Bob Swanson celebrated his retirement 

from a 30-year career at a major airline and advancement to Medicare with his recent 

birthday.  A great time was had by most in the neighborhood, and several people flew in from 

Florida and Ohio, some in their own personal aircraft.  As people let their hair down to a live 

blue grass band and thumpin' DJ, it was discovered that many people knew how to dance better 

than we thought and some just like to dance like no one is watching.  Even a late night rain 

shower didn't put a damper on the festivities, as fireworks flew and the interrupted hayride was 

continued into the next day.  If one thing can be learned from this experience, it would be that 

we can all learn how to celebrate life's events better in the future with some experienced 

planners.  Any volunteers? 
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Aircraft Owner Highlight 
 

This edition's featured pilot/aircraft focuses on Harry Dill and his Acroduster Too.  The "Too" in 

this case, refers to the two-seated (tandem) open cockpit version.  

 

I gotta tell ya, talking to Harry about his love for this biplane and looking at the volume of kit 

plane construction photos he has, is like watching a child shop through a prospective Christmas 

gift catalog.  The gleam in his eyes as he describes the various aerobatic capabilities of this 

aircraft is obviously one reason why we choose to live at The Duchy Airpark. 

 

The Dills have been residents at The Duchy since 2013, and their home was the seventh one to 

be constructed here.  All of the homes have attached hangars, and Harry's is large enough to fit 

two aircraft, the other being his Mooney Ovation, which may be the topic of another article in 

the future.  The ideal situation with many pilots is to have an airplane capable of long distance, 

higher speed trips and another which is more unique to play around in on the weekends.  Some 

pilots will try to find one aircraft that achieves a combination of both of these scenarios. 

 

Harry's Acroduster might be the dream plane of a lot of pilots, being a small aerobatic biplane 

capable of sustained inverted flight with the special systems that are installed in it.  Construction 

on this kit plane was begun in the late '70s by a two-brother team who were professional 

machinists.  The mostly welded metal and fabric construction (wood and fabric wing) were 

completed by the duo initially, but the project took a back-burner priority as the years 

progressed.  Construction of this type of kit would take about six years under normal 

circumstances, but the project sat partially assembled for a few decades until it was completed 

and certified Experimental in 2014.  When Harry purchased the plane, it had a total of 52 hours 

on airframe, engine and prop.  Dollar-wise, it was pretty much an even trade given the asking 

price and his RV-4’s sale price. 

 

Harry was in the market recently to fulfill his biplane fantasy and found this aircraft for sale in 

Northern California.  Numerous phone calls, visits, inspections, final repairs and upgrades 

eventually resulted in the plane sitting in Harry's hanger next to his Mooney.   

 

The "eventually" part should be expanded on a bit, as one can imagine the logistics behind 

getting the proper training in such an aircraft (even with prior tail wheel experience) and the 

many legs’ trip that it took to personally fly it to The Duchy from Livermore, CA in sometimes 

frigid open-cockpit conditions.  Harry had some 250 hours tail wheel experience in the Citabria, 

Piper Cub, and RV-4 and about six hours aerobatic training in his 40 years of flying, but the 

insurance company requires at least three hours of training in type to fly solo.  It took ten hours 

before Harry was signed off in the Acroduster Too.  Training was provided by a highly qualified 
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aerobatic instructor/airshow pilot. The instructor currently flies his L-39 jet, Sai Machetti, and 

Yak-54 in airshows and in his prior Air Force career flew U2s, C-130s and was fighter qualified. 

 

The three-day cross country trip was quite an adventure.  His wife Anne can attest to the several 

hour stress she experienced wondering what happened to Harry on day one, as his ELT 

(emergency locator transmitter) decided to act up en route and send out a brief distress signal, 

which prompted the Air Force in Panama City to contact Anne.  Thanks to fellow aerobatic 

enthusiast Jon Bryant, who located him safe and sound at the next fuel stop.  

 

With the proper training and experience under his belt, "this plane is a dream to fly and very 

responsive," as Harry describes it.  It's more than capable with its 200-horsepower Lycoming IO-

360 engine, constant speed propeller, inverted oil system, 1,150 pound empty weight and 34.5 

gallon dual fuel tank capacity.  Capacity is limited to having no fuel in the upper wing’s 11.5 

gallon fuel tank during aerobatic flight.  That's really no impediment; the real limitation is the 

pilot's endurance level during long flights or the aircraft’s capability to pull up to 6Gs during 

aerobatic maneuvers.  The Acroduster is flown solo from the rear seat, but has a majority of the 

required instruments to also be flown from the front seat.  Another limit is, if a person is too tall 

or large, it is difficult, if not impossible, to fit into the front seat.  One can't sit up too tall in the 

pilot's seat because the short wind deflector will quickly strain your neck muscles and any 

improperly attached head gear will quickly be blown off (to which Harry can attest). 

 

There's only just over a hundred of these aircraft out there flying now, and there are still a few 

bugs to be worked out in this one.  The next upgrade being considered is an enclosed bubble 

canopy that should eliminate the discomfort of being buffeted by a 180mph slipstream 

generated during some maneuvers. 

 

Safe flights to you Harry, in your dream Acroduster Too, and it's pointless to say, "Keep the blue 

side up" with this aircraft! 

 

   

 


